
  
 

 
 
 

 

Enabling Writers 

Workshop 

Program 

Field Test Toolkit 

 
2016 



Rights and Permissions

This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 IGO license (CC BY 3.0 IGO) http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo. Under the Creative Commons Attribution license, you are free to copy, 

distribute, transmit and adapt this work, including for commercial purposes, under the following conditions: 

Attribution—Please cite the work as follows: 

License: Creative Commons Attribution CC BY SA 3.0 IGO 

Translations—If you create a translation of this work, please add the following disclaimer along with the attribution: 

This translation was not created by USAID and should not be considered an official USAID translation. USAID shall 

not be liable for any content or error in this translation. 

Adaptations—If you create an adaptation of this work, please add the following disclaimer along with the attribution: 

This is an adaptation of an original work by USAID. Views and opinions expressed in the adaptation are the sole 

responsibility of the author or authors of the adaptation and are not endorsed by USAID. 

Third-party content—USAID does not necessarily own each component of the content contained within the work. 

USAID therefore does not warrant that the use of any third party–owned individual component or part contained 

in the work will not infringe on the rights of those third parties. The risk of claims resulting from such infringement 

rests solely with you. If you wish to reuse a component of the work, it is your responsibility to determine whether 

permission is needed for that reuse and to obtain permission from the copyright owner. Examples of components 

can include, but are not limited to, tables, figures or images.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo


i 

Table of Contents 

Acknowledgments ................................................................................................................. ii 

Field Testing Overview .......................................................................................................... 1 
Sampling Books .............................................................................................................................1 
Selecting/Contacting Schools .........................................................................................................2 
Preparing/Distributing Field Test Materials.....................................................................................3 
During Field Testing .......................................................................................................................3 
After Field Testing ..........................................................................................................................3 

Appendices ........................................................................................................................... 4 
Appendix A: Teacher Information Sheet .........................................................................................5 
Appendix B: Teacher Data Form .....................................................................................................6 
Appendix C: Field Test Observation Form ........................................................................................8 
Appendix D: Teacher Interview Protocol .........................................................................................9 
Appendix E: Student Focus Group Protocol ................................................................................... 10 



ii 

Acknowledgments 
The Enabling Writers Workshop Program is an international book development program supported by 

the All Children Reading: A Grand Challenge for Development partners—United States Agency for 

International Development, World Vision, and the Australian Government. The program supports 

writing of new books in first languages for primary children in developing countries.  It also supports 

training and capacity-building for local authors to continue to create high-quality children’s books.  The 

Enabling Writers Workshop Program applies book-writing software for systematic development of 

leveled and decodable books, using Bloom book-making software, winner of the Enabling Writers 

competition, sponsored by All Children Reading: A Grand Challenge for Development. 

The books developed through this program are provided to national ministries of education to support 

provision of high-quality decodable and leveled texts for young readers.  Books developed within the 

Enabling Writers Workshop Program are also shared through the Global Digital Library, making it 

possible for educators and families around the world to access and use quality books in first languages 

with young readers everywhere. 

This program is a result of the work of many partners and stakeholders around the world, who are 

working on improving reading instruction and providing effective resources for reading instruction.  The 

following organizations are recognized here for playing major roles in the implementation of the 

Enabling Writers Workshop Program.   

University Research Co., LLC 
Sakil Malik, Project Director, Reading within Reach-Global Reading Network 
Amy Pallangyo, Senior Technical Advisor, Reading within Reach-Global Reading Network 

SIL LEAD 
Paul Frank, Executive Director 

USAID 
Marcia Davidson, Team Lead, The All Children Reading Team Office of Education (E3) 
Anthony Bloom, Senior Education Technology Specialist 

World Vision 
Rebecca Leege, Senior Program Management Officer, All Children Reading: A Grand Challenge 
for Development 



1 
 

Field Testing Overview 
 
Field Testing is the process by which books are trialed in classrooms before they are considered 
publishing-ready.  Field testing provides valuable information about a variety of key indicators 
of book quality, and the potential value of book use in early grade reading instruction, including 
 

- Target levels for specific reading stages (decodable and leveled targets) 
- Ability of teachers to use the book successfully for a variety of instructional purposes  
- Appropriate language 
- Appropriate cultural context 
- Inclusivity and positive portrayal of gender, minority, and/or under-represented communities 
- Accessibility for students 
- High engagement for students 

 
Books that successfully address all of these indicators are more likely to be used successfully for 
early grade reading instruction.  In order to ensure that these indicators are addressed, 
gathering direct information from both teachers and students during field testing is necessary.  
 
In order to prepare for field testing your team must 

1. Prepare a sample of books 
2. Select and contact schools and classrooms 
3. Prepare field testing materials 
4. Distribute field testing materials 

 
In order to conduct field testing, your team must be prepared to 

1. Take calls from teachers and schools with questions 
2. Conduct site visits to 25% of your selected schools while field testing is taking place 
3. Have a plan in place to collect field test data after testing is completed 

 

Sampling Books 
 
Books written within the Enabling Writers Workshop Program must be field tested before 
completion of the project.  However, field testing all books is cost- and time-prohibitive. 
Therefore, a sample of books should be field tested. You should select a stratified random 
sample of books. This means that you should field test 25% of your total book set, selecting a 
proportional sample from each reading stage.  See the example sampling process here to assist 
you in selecting your book sample. 

Total Number of Books: 200 

25% of Total Books: 50 

List Stages Below: Proportional Number of Books: 

Level 1 (Decodable Stage 1) 10 

Level 2 (Decodable Stage 2) 10 

Level 3 10 

Level 4 10 

Level 5 10 
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In addition, you should select both narrative and informational books within each stage book 
set.  25% of your books should be targeted toward informational text. Therefore, 25% of your 
books in each stage should also be informational. In the sample above, this indicates that 2-3 
books at each stage will be informational.  Finally, it is important to ensure that the sampled 
book set does not come from a small group of writers, but instead represents the full range of 
your writing team.  Therefore, after you have created a chart similar to the sample above, you 
will begin selecting books to address both informational/narrative text balance, and a balance 
of writer representation.  
 

Selecting/Contacting Schools 
 
Each sampled book should be field tested in at least two classrooms (in two different schools).  
However, you may field test multiple books in a single classroom, and you may field test in 
more than one classroom per school. For example, you may choose to field test decodable 
books in a Grade 1 classroom in the same school where you field test leveled books in a Grade 2 
classroom.  Again, using the sample above, the project may choose to field test 5 books per 
classroom, and 2 classrooms per school.  With 50 books to field test (each book tested twice), 
the project would select only 10 schools for field testing. By increasing the number of books 
and classrooms for each school, it will limit the number of schools needed for field testing and 
be both financially and operationally efficient.  See the chart below, continuing the sample 
above, showing how field testing can be mapped out. 
 

School Grade 1 Grade 2 

School A Level 1: Books 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Level 3: Books 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

School B Level 1: Books 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Level 3: Books 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

School C Level 1: Books 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Level 4: Books 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

School D Level 1: Books 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Level 4: Books 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

School E Level 2: Books 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 Level 4: Books 36, 37, 38, 39, 40 

School F Level 2: Books 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 Level 4: Books 36, 37, 38, 39, 40 

School G Level 2: Books 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Level 5: Books 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 

School H Level 2: Books 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Level 5: Books 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 

School I Level 3: Books 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 Level 5: Books 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 

School J Level 3: Books 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 Level 5: Books 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 

 
In the sample above, it is important to note that Level 3 is the final level associated with Grade 
1, and by field testing the books again at Grade 2, your project can gain further data on the “cut 
points” between Grades 1 and 2 levels, and whether you have targeted your books 
appropriately for the two grade levels. While it is understood that children come to school with 
different readiness, and proceed through reading stages at different speeds, it is useful to know 
how to generally guide teachers at specific grade levels, and whether the same books can be 
recommended for late Grade 1 and early Grade 2, often the case. 
 
Select your schools based on ease of location and engagement of students in reading 
instruction. It is not useful to field test books in classrooms where books are rarely used or 
structured reading instruction is not taking place. In order to gather useful information, you 
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need to have the books tested in a classroom where teachers have some knowledge of how to 
use them with students, and students are minimally prepared to access and use the books.   
 
Make contact with schools to discuss the purpose of field testing, and also notify schools that 
they may keep the books after field testing is completed. This will provide them with 
motivation to participate in the process.   
 

Preparing/Distributing Field Test Materials 
 
Each teacher should receive a field test packet, with all materials needed for field testing.  
Distribute these packets to schools through the most efficient means. Prepare the following: 
 

1. Teacher information sheet – 1 copy (see Appendix A) 
2. Teacher Data Form – 1 copy (see Appendix B) 
3. 10 copies of each book to be field tested in that classroom 

 

During Field Testing 
 
While books are being field tested, you should have a dedicated staff member, whose phone 
number is distributed to schools, to take any calls with questions about field testing.  In 
addition, you should plan to conduct site visits for 25% of your field testing schools.  In the case 
of the example provided here, the project would visit 4 schools during field testing to observe 
classroom use of books, interview the teacher conducting the field testing, and briefly talk with 
students who are using the books.  See Appendices C, D, and E for the Field Test Observation 
Form, Teacher Interview Protocol, and Student Focus Group Protocol.  By visiting schools during 
field testing, you can gain additional information about how, and how well books are used in 
the classroom, teacher response to using the books during instruction, and students’ response 
to the books they have read.  This will assist you in any book revisions that you find necessary 
after field testing, and support your final project report. 
 

After Field Testing 
 
After field testing, compile your teacher and student data for each book and again for each 
level.  Examine the response of both teachers and students to determine the extent to which 
the books were successful with teachers and students and the extent to which you believe you 
should conduct book revision.  Apply this new information not only to the books that were field 
tested, but also to your larger book set, using the lessons learned from field testing to revisit 
each book, and ensure that they are of the highest quality possible. 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix A: Teacher Information Sheet 
Appendix B: Teacher Data Form 
Appendix C: Field Test Observation Form 
Appendix D: Teacher Interview Protocol 
Appendix E: Student Focus Group Protocol 
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Appendix A: Teacher Information Sheet 
 
You have been asked to participate in field testing books that have recently been written for 
Grades 1 and 2.  Field testing means using the books with your students in a variety of ways, 
and providing information back to the project about the quality of the books, and their 
usefulness in your classroom reading instruction.  We are interested in finding out: 

- Whether the levels of text are appropriate for your students 
- Your opinion about the books, and the most effective ways teachers can use them 
- Pupil opinions about the books, and whether pupils find them interesting and engaging 
- Next steps for revision before publishing and larger use 

 
Process:  Use one book at a time. Complete the process below for each book, using 2-3 days for 
each book. 
 

1. Begin use of the book by introducing it to your students, and using it as a read-aloud 
book. This will peak student interest, and provide an access point for those students 
who may struggle with reading. 

2. Then use the book with your students during your regular reading instruction, providing 
the same type of instruction as usual in your classroom. 

3. Make the book available for independent student reading, and provide time each day 
during field testing for independent reading time. This ensures that students will have 
multiple opportunities to use the books. 

4. Repeat this process for each book in your field test packet. 
 
Follow-Up 
 
After you have completed field testing, complete the Teacher Data Form included in your 
packet. This is the primary source of information to be gathered from field testing, so please 
take the time to comment as well as marking the levels for each indicator. 
 
Your classroom may also be selected for a site visit during field testing. If you are selected for a 
site visit, you will be notified in advance, and a date and time will be scheduled. During that site 
visit, the visitor will need to 
 

1. Observe you using one of the field test books during instruction. 
2. Interview you about the books you have tested. 
3. Interview a small group of your students about their opinions of the books. 

 
After all field testing is complete, we will collect the data forms. The books will remain in your 
classroom for ongoing use with your students. We thank you for your willingness to participate 
in this field test, and for helping us make sure our books are of the best quality, and the 
greatest use to teachers and students. 
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Appendix B: Teacher Data Form 
 
Please complete this survey, and provide comments for each of your responses. Include any 
additional comments you have at the end of the survey. Thank you. 
 

 1 2 3 4 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
Agree 

1. The books I used are appropriate levels of text for my 
classroom instruction. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 

2. The books are useful for me to use in modeling reading 
behaviors. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 

3. The books I used are useful for whole group guided 
reading skills development. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 

4. The books I used are useful for small group 
comprehension instruction. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The books I used are useful for independent pupil 
reading. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 

6. The books I used are useful for fluency practice. 
 

    

Comment: 
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7. The illustrations in the books support pupil 
comprehension and engagement. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Pupils like reading the books. 
 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 

9. The books will be useful to me as supplemental text for 
reading instruction. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 

10. The books can be used by pupils who are on level, 
below level, and above level in reading. 

    

Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other Comments: 
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Appendix C: Field Test Observation Form 
 

Indicator Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

1. The teacher was making effective 
instructional use of the book. 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

2. Students responded positively to the book. 
 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

3. Students were able to read the book 
successfully. 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

4. The book is appropriate for this grade. 
 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

5. The book is appropriate for students in this 
region. 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

6. The book promotes activities that allow 
students to respond to reading. 
 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

7. The book promotes reading skills 
development. 

     

Comments/Notes: 
 
 
 

Other Comments: 
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Appendix D: Teacher Interview Protocol 
 
Use the following questions to conduct a teacher interview, making notes in an electronic file 
about the teacher’s response. Conduct individual interviews with each teacher. 
 

1. What is your overall impression about the books you have tested? 
 

2. What are the ways you found them most useful? 
 

3. In what ways were they least useful to you? 
 

4. How did your pupils respond to the books? 
 

5. In what ways are they appropriate for students at this reading level? 
 

6. In what ways are they culturally appropriate for students in this area? 
 

7. Do you think other teachers would benefit from having access to these books? Why? 
 

8. What advice can you give me about how to improve the books? 
 

9. Do you have any other things you want to share with me about this experience? 
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Appendix E: Student Focus Group Protocol 
 
Ask the teacher to provide time for you to talk with a small group of pupils from his/her class 
(6-8 pupils).  Use the following questions to interview pupils, making notes or audio taping. 
 

1. (Hold up some sample books) – What do you think of these books? 
 

2. Did you get to read them during class? 
 

3. Did you get to read them on your own? 
 

4. What do you like about them? 
 

5. What didn’t you like about them? 
 

6. Are they too easy? Too hard? Or just right for you? (follow up with any logical question 
based on their responses) 
 

7. What is your favorite book in the set? Why? 
 

8. If these books were in your classroom always, would you choose to read them?  Why?  
 

9. Is there anything else you want to tell me? 
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